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votion was paid the more to other shrines, in other
cities. For this there was some justification to be
found in their almost complete neglect by recent
generations. None the less is this custom of Na-
bonidus surprising in a Babylonian king.

Perhaps the chief work of Nabonidus was the
restoration, the rebuilding, indeed, of the temple
of the sun, E-babbara, in the ancient city of Sip-
par. Forty-fhre years before, Nebuchadrezzar had
restored this temple, probably to honor the people
of Sippar and attach them loyally to his person. Its
walls were now fallen, and in this we see a curious
comment either upon the carelessness of Nebuchad-
rezzar's workmen or the partial character of his res-
toration. No such work as that would satisfy the
careful Nabonidus. The sun god Shainash was
first supplied with temporary quarters for his occu-
pancy. Then the temple was razed to the ground,
and the foundations examined for the name of the
first builder. Nebuchadrezzar had not found it
when his restorations were made, and it was not
found now until the excavations had been carried
far beneath the surface. Then at last appeared
the old corner stone, and upon it the name of
Naram-Sin, who had caused it to be laid three
thousand two hundred years before.1 The finding
of this stone so filled Nabonidus with delight that
he is moved to say that Shamash himself had
shown it to him. In such words would an Assyr-
ian king have celebrated a bloody victory over

* See above, vol. i, p. 318.